The present age is proud, and not without reason, of the triumphs it has achieved in almost every field of thought and action. 
tigated and sedulously taught. The importance of pure air, and the necessity of removing offensive and pernicious matters from the vicinity of human habitations have been enforced. The sale of unwholesome or adulterated food has been prohibited, and the evils of overcrowded dwellings and workshops have been exposed and partly remedied. Attention has also been bestowed upon the important subject of an abundant supply of pure water, especially to the inhabitants of our There may be difference of opinion regarding the relation between the bleeding and the mildness of the attack, but the fact was evident.
It was important that the cause of an outbreak so sudden, so sweeping, and at the same time so circumscribed, should be carefully investigated, in order that the origin of the fever might be understood, and, if possible, a recurrence of disease prevented. It could not be owing to contagion, for none of the patients had been exposed to any such influences. Suspicion then fell upon the water ; and the relative position of the well and cesspools, and the condition of the drains were carefully examined. The accompanying plan will show the position of the several water-closets, the course of the drains, the cesspools, and will assist in understanding the following brief description of the house :?The well which supplies all the water is situated in the kitchen-court At the distance of less than four yards is a cesspool (marked 1 in the plan), into which originally ran drains from three water-closets (two in the kitchen-court and one on the drawingroom floor), and also from the laundry and the scullery. This cesspool was built of common rubble work, pointed with Koman cement? the cement being so much decayed that it could be easily detached from the masonry. Very little puddle, if any, had been used to prevent the filtration of fluid from the cesspool into the surrounding sandy soil. To what an extent this had taken place was shown on a trench being dug at a little distance, for the bottom was speedily covered with a dark film of offensive matter, and also, on the masonwork of the cesspool being removed, the quantity of liquid which oozed into the cavity was so great that it required to be baled out repeatedly.
Besides, the drains which ran into the cesspool were so placed, and in such a condition, as to aggravate the evil. They were too near the well, were constructed of common rubble work, and the bottom was formed of pavement imperfectly joined. Hence fluid could easily escape from them also.
Thus, the soil surrounding the well was saturated with deleterious matter.
To the eye, however, when the water first came under our observation, it appeared perfectly pure, and neither the taste nor the smell indicated anything offensive or injurious. But the workpeople (when they first used it) had foundr that, after the water had been kept for a time in a white vessel, a thin black scum was perceptible on the surface, and a dark deposit at the bottom of the 
